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THE COMING CAMPAIGN

Mighty Principles Involved in the
Great Battle

SILVER FORCES DIVIDED

HOW MAY TIlE ELEMENTS BE
WELDED TOGETHERi

Senator Jones Position Republicans
XVcddcd to the Gold Standard Bi-

xnctallists Can Elect a President-
if All Factious AV111 Meet on
Common Ground Mr Grant Huni-
lltunH Views

Inasmuch as the year 1S96 ushers in
another presidential campaignandt-
hIs campaign perhaps the most nota
ole of which history has ever recorded
dealing as it will with the funda-
mental

¬

principles of selfgovernment
teat of the financial questionit is not
inopportune for all classes of voters of
the intermountain region as well as
young men who are just arriving at
their majorities and also those who
have enjoyed the right oil suffrage but-
a limited period to begin to consider in
the light of previous political history
what action may be expedient to
achieve the results desired not only
for the benefit of our great west west
from the Mississippi to the Pacific and
outh to the gulf but to the masses
of the people of this republic

Very frequently the uppermost
thought of a young voter is a desire to
be identified with that party which
achieves signal victories in the locality-
in which he may happen to reside and
it may be asserted truthfully that this
is too often the case for the benefit of
society This is not conductive to the
perpetuation of a government by the
people but tends to the degradation-
of those principles enunciated by many
patriotic and illustrious characters-
who have been instrumental in the up ¬

building of this great nation
In the impending struggle for con ¬

trol of the national government there
will in all probability be four factions
all striving for the same ultimate ob-

ject
¬

that of the free and unlimited
coinage of gold and silver at the ratio-
of approximately 16 to 1

The purpose of this article is not
an appeal for the reinstatement of the
white metal to the place it occupied
prior to 1S73 for I take it that nearly
all of the qualified electors of this sec ¬

tion of the country are of one opinion-
as regards this great question except
perhaps a coterie of politicians who de ¬

sire nothing but the emoluments of of¬

fice regardless through what source
they may come and caring less for the
upbuilding and continuation of nation-
al

¬

or local prosperity but to consider
the best method of attaining that
which is to the benefit of the masses-

At this time indications point strong
ly to the formation of a new party in
the eent of both old parties refusing
to take up this issue with a single
plank in its platform that of unlimited-
free coinage of both gold and silver at j

tasts

I the ratio of 16 to 1 being promoted by
the National Bimetallic union and be ¬

ing backed by such men as Mott of
North Carolina Republican Stewart
cK Nevada Populist Warner of Ohio
Democrat Sibley of Pennsylvania
Democrat and a number of other

gentlemen of national prominence in
connection with this issue

Then comes the Populist party and-
it may be said that this is the only
perfected national organization which
has in its platform or declaration of
principles an unequivocal demand for
the restoration of silver

Next in the free silver procession de
j serving of honorable mention are the
tj silver Democrats and they deserve a
liberal consideration for the fortitude
they have shown in their battle against-
theI administration Democrats and also
for individual fidelity

Our attention is now directed to the
Prohibition party and while their num-
ber is not large it however contains
many men of prominence who are
staunch silver men and leaders of their

j party one of whom may be mentioned
John P St John exgovernor cf

j Kansas
And lastly the silver advocates with-

in
¬

the ranks of the Republican party
These advocates too deserve consider
ation of no mean proportions for their
opposition to Republicanism as now
enunciated However the writer is of
the opinion that the silver Republicans
considered separately are of small
strength as regards their ability to im ¬ i

pregnate the national Republican or-
ganization

¬

with anything looking to the
practical solution of this issue

SILVER FORCES DIVIDED
Therefore it will be1 seen that the ad ¬

vocates of cne particular idea are di-
vided

¬

at the present time into four or
five separate and distinct bodies and
each appear clingy

The silver Democrats are by no
means scarce in fact it is confidently
stated that a majority of the Demo-
cratic

¬

partythat is the laymen are
staunch silver men while on the other
hand it is a conceded fact that east ¬

ern Democrats are as well as eastern
Republicans single standard men and
unfortunately the councils of both na¬

tional organizations Democratic and
Republican are controlled by the op ¬

ponents of free coinage Consequently
the outlook for the Democratic national
convention is not a very promising one
for full party adhesion upon the silver
question According to some eminent
Democratic authorities especially the
leaders of the silver element of the I

Illinois Democracy it is stated that
should the national convention refuse
to adopt a free coinage plank the sil-

ver
¬

forces will bolt the convention-
and at once proceed to organize a
Democratic free silver convention for
the purpose of putting a national Dem ¬

ocratic ticket in the field pledged to
silver However the full strength of
this latter element is not known and
of course at this time can only be con-
jectured

¬ I

The next important factor to be con ¬

sidered is the Populist party The
growth of this party to say the least
has been most phenomenal since its in-

ception
¬

in 1892 and while perhaps this
party has some impracticable reform
ideas it is considered by men of no
mean political prestige and by men
who are not in harmony with the eco ¬

nomic views of the Populists that
while there are some incongruities in
its economic propositions the party is
largely composed of men who cast their
ballots for principle rather than from
partiscn biasness thereby to my mind I

making an assemblage of men of vast

power both collectivelyi and individ-
ually

¬

And wherever this party has
I achieved victory in many instances
the opposition has endeavored to
squelch the organization by falsely rep ¬

resenting Its principles and declara-
tions and also a report to illogical and
farcical comment intended to ridicule
rather than an endeavor to rebut by
intelligent argument In passing this
factor it may be well to mention that
the Populists were accredited in 1894
with having about 2000000 votes in the
face of which it must be admitted that
it is a very formidable balance of
power and one which if allied with
any other prominent factor herein men
tioned that might be amalgamated
therewith would certainly make pres-
ent

¬

conditions most interesting
The Republican party or that part-

of it which represents the silver cause-
is a problem the solution oC which is
not an easy task Looking through
Republican glasses we see victory in
1S9G This last sentence within par¬

entheses will undoubtedly have the ef¬

fect of cutting down materially the
free silver sentiment within the ranks
of Republicanism for even a normal
consideration demonstrates that a free
silver sentiment cannot lay much
claim to advocacy within the Repub-
lican

¬

ranks with any possible show cf
victory upon any other issue Conse ¬

quently we are obliged to place the
numerals of this factor at or nearly
the foot of the column And further-
as it is a patent fact that the vast ma-
jority

¬

of the Republican party are wed ¬

ded to the gold standard it is impro ¬

bable that the silver forces will attain
any more than passing prominence in
their national conventionand it would
not be surprising to a vast number of the
bimetallic advocates should this ques ¬

tion be entirely smothered Therefore-
it is plain that in this event this latter
element will be compelled to disregard
party fealty in order to voice their
principles by their ballots

THE BIMETALLIC UNION
With regard to the National Bime ¬

tallic union it may be stated that this
organization is composed of men of all
shades of political opinion and as ¬

sumes to deal but with one economic
principlethat of the free and un ¬

limited coinage of both gold and silver-
at the ratio of 16 to 1 by the United
States alone This organization has
representatives in every state in the
Union the member of the executive
committee from Utah being the Hon-
R C Chambers now a member of the
Utah legislature in the capacity of
senator And now the important ques ¬

tion arises
How is it possible for each of these

factors to express their fidelity to the
cause of silver without sacrificing at
the same time all other economic ideas
they may adhere to

It is not a problem easy of solution
of how to bring together this hetero ¬

geneous mass and form a homologous-
body of voters But as my purpose is
to endeavor to demonstrate should
certain events transpire and it must
be understood also from a strictly non
partisan standpointthe manner in
which this may be accomplished it
will be necessary before proceeding
further to face matters in their true
light And at this point also I will
say that I am and have been at all I

times independent in my political
views and have no ties party or
otherwise which I am bound to regard
from the standpoint of conviction
only in so far as such party or Dir-
ties

¬

favor the remonetization of sil¬

verThe assumption however as gath-
ered

¬

from the eastern press and also I

I all communications through other
channels is that the two old parties-
as now constituted will refuse to in-
corporate

¬

in their platforms anything
favoring silver be it ever so remote-
as the gold standard men realize that
they must employ heroic measures to
forever silence the issue and their
emissaries are advising divers planS
but the plans be it understood are

subtle in the abstract and tend to
separate rather than solidify such for
instance as advising all sliver men
of all parties to be loyal to their par-
ties and wage the battle upon that
line This advice if applied cannot
mean anything more than a repetition-
of the single standard dodge of
1S92 and makes doubly sure the defeat-
of the movement of remonetization

SENATOR JONES POSITION
I It may be of interest and also insupport of the position assumed by

this article to qUbte from the commu-
nication

¬

of Senator John P Jones of
I

Nevada to Enoch Strother chairman-
of the Republican state central com ¬

mittee of the above state dated Aug ¬

ust 29 1894 with regard to the two
old parties taking up the question of
free conage He says-

I am firmly convinced that there is
I no prospect of relief from either of

the old parties as such and least of
all I regret to say from the Republi-
can

¬

party
i The above statement may appear

broad and farreaching but until such
time as either or both of the old par-
ties prove this assertion to be unfound-
ed we certainly are compelled to give
it a large amount of credence not only
from the fact that it now appears cor-
rect but also from the fact that it is
in harmony withi the very recent ac ¬

tion of our national legislature The
condition of affairs is also interesting
vnon we ciiMdfr that the United

States senate representings states
pasted a free c nage substitute aId
the United States house of represen-
tatives

¬

representing the people of the
same states overwhelmingly defeated-
the same substitute

One reason perhaps for the assump ¬

tion treat the two old parties as now
constituted will not give relief in our
monetary affairs is the fact that the
machinery of both parties is located
on the Atlantic seaboard where is to
be found also the machinery of all
trusts corporations pools associations-
and the magnets or guiding spirits of
the vast mobilized wealth which they
represent and it is a fact which can ¬

not be disputed that all of these ag ¬

gregations have thsir representatives
in congress and they the representa-
tives

¬

of this wealth of course being
opposed to the expansion of our mon-
etary

¬

system there cannot be under
the present regime the shadow of a
possibihvy for the passage of a free
silver bill as has been noted And
peradventure should congress by an
accident premeditated or otherwise-
pass such a bill at any time prior to
March 4 1897 the well known ideas-
of our present chief executive would
prevent the bill becoming a law and
with the advent of a Republican presi ¬

dent after the afoove date the status
of affairs will undoubtedly remain un-
changed

¬

A VEXED QUESTION-
It now appears after taking into con ¬

sideration the foregoing statements-
that the silver forces at this time are
in a chaotic condition and it is also
impossible to conceive of any code of
ethics by which this vexed question-
can be settled by either of the old
party organizations ahd this being ths
case it is pertinent that some plan be
devised whereby all factions of free

silver advocates can so amalgamate
as to show their full voting strength
and at the same time having nothing-
in their declaration of principles or
platform which would be diametrically
opposed to any distinct class of voters
except of course the free coinage of
silver A few weeks ago thtt execu ¬

tive committee of the National Bi¬

I metallic union met in Washington D
C and formulated and adopted a lone
of acton intended to be pursued should
either o r both of the two great parties
Ignore the financial issue This com ¬

mittee is composed of acknowledged
bimetallists from each state and terri ¬

tory in the Union and as has been
said before the members thereof rep ¬

resent all shades of political opinion-
but are a unit upon monetary reform
This organization has a large mem ¬

bership and it seems quite evident
I that with a wise handling of the forces-

of this union and if a desire is mani-
fested

¬

by the various other silver forces-
to amalgamate under the common ban ¬

I ner of bimetallism the combination-
thus made would in my opinion be
of such formidableness as to strike a
telling blow at the monometallic com-
bine

¬

It must be understood that the
writer does not assume that the Na¬

tional Bimetallic union proner will
eventually become a national political
party but that through the agency of
this union a third party movement-
will be inaugurated which will have for
its object of course monetary reform
and have in its plaTform nothing but
what may be mutually conceded or
accepted by the various factions which-
are to make up this aggregation It
is a fact believed by many bimetallists
that in a third party movement resides
the only hope for the satisfactory set ¬

tlement of this great issue They say
that adherence to party lines as they
are now drawn will never lead the
silver forces to a realization of their
hopes Like all great reforms which
have been consummated in the past
the people must be heard from in an ¬

other direction They must rise up en
masse under the double standard
banner and unhindered and unincum
bered by any theory which will tend-
to detract from the main issue strike
the blow which once struck will
emancipate millions who are now suf ¬

fering from the evil consequences en-
gendered

¬

by the practical applicaticn
of the monometallic theory We find
some men however who are bimetal
lists or claim to be such and who also
depreciate the idea of a third party
movement and advise that the ques ¬

tion be fought strictly on party lines-
no

I

matter what the national conven ¬

tions may do at their coming deiiDera-
tions even should they declare against
silver But it would appear if this
latter class are loyal to silver
their argument does not present a very
logical hue as for instance if the
party to which this last named class
belong should declare for the single
standard or present the usual stereo ¬

typed plank which means monometal ¬

lism and they the socalled bimetal
lists claiming to he for free silver
advise and admonish the people to still
stand loyal for party success and at
the same time the position assumed by
the party and the belief expressed by
this class of voters being directly in
opposition of each other it may be
asked and that intelligently is
not the third party movement
rather to be chosen than to
stultify ones self by voting-
for the success of party rather than
endeavoring by our influence and suff¬

rages to show our loyalty to a cause
which has humanitarianism for its ob ¬

ject Those who advocate party suc ¬

cess as such when that party is op ¬

posed to the prosperity of the entirct
taken as a whole are indeed
poor advisers and should not
be considered of any value We must-
asI silver men use the same mode and
implements of warfare as the opposi ¬

I tion That being the case under pres ¬

ent conditions whatever may be ad ¬

vised by the monometallists with re ¬

I gard to party preservation must be
antagonistic to the interests of the bi

I metallits We have as is well known
been given a sop for many years by
the two old parties and in the last
four years we have beheld the spec-
tacle

¬

of both the Democrats and Re¬

publicans at different times being in
full control of both houses of the na ¬

tional legislature But the only thing
done as regards silver legislation has

I been a further assassination of the
white metal and also at a time when
the government was compelled to issue
interestbearing bonds far in excess of
the actual needs of its departments-
for the only reason that its gold the ¬

ories are not in accordance with ac-
knowledged

¬

and correct economics
This and much more might be cited
for the purpose of proving the absolute
fallacy of any expectation of relief
from old party councils But we will
pass to the next phase of this ques ¬

tion
DEMOCRATS WILL CONCEDE-

It has been stated upon good au ¬

thority that the silver Democrats are
willing to concede much of their econ ¬

omic views for the sake of silver I

Many prominent Prohibitionists have
expressed the same wilKngness There-
are Republicans who can be placed in
the same category And the national
committee of the Populist party has
expressed its willingness to concede
something Now is there nob enough
substance in the above factors to form-
a nucleus around which may gather
the entire horde of bimetallists-

IT CAN BE DONE
This proposition can be accom ¬

plished for it is believed that the free
silver forces are patriotic men willing
to mutually concede one to another for
the benefit of their cause and it is fur-
ther

¬

confidently believed that a full
free and untrammeled expression of
the masses would solve this question
overwhelmingly in favor of bimetal ¬

lism As stated by Senator Pugh of
Alabama the silver advocates at this
time are fighting among themselves-
and the statement is very true sand
very timely and is a further evidence Ithat a new battleground should be se ¬

lected in order that an alignment may
be made with the enemy in their pro-
per

¬

place adopting also the usual
mode of procedure with regard to
traitors The latter element has cost
bimetallism more than any other one
thing And for example we need only
refer to the course of the newly elec¬

ted Utah senators These senators
upon the floor of the Utah legislative
chamber pledged in burning words
their fidelity to the cause of silver
saying in substance that every pro¬
position should be subordinated to it
But even before the legislature ad-
journs which elected them these same
senators are condemned by their own
former viva voce utterances and en¬

deavor again to mislead and beguile
their honest constituents by a resort-
to the press with explanations replete
with incongruities when their speeches-
of acceptance are considered Instances-
of this character have been frequent-
in the past and cases have been
known of Republicans making the race
for congressional honors in these west-
ern

¬

silver states in the late elections
who have refused to sign the bimetal ¬

lie pledge This pledge binds thesigners congressmen to vote only for 1an unequivocal silver man for presi ¬
dent irrespective of party providing
of course the election of the latteris thrown into the house of represen ¬
tatives This state of affairs should 1
be remedied for it is hardly In Una
with consistency when the people I

elect representatives upon a silver
platform and almost before the ink I
becomes dry upon their certificates of
election they subordinate their pledges 1

for the perpetuation of party power j
BIMETALLISTS CAN WIN

The bimetallists can elect a presi1¬
dent providing each and every factorcan meet upon common ground solid¬ J
ify their forces and go before the peo-
ple

¬ 1

with silver the leading Issue for ithas been confidently asserted and j
correctly too that the great majority
of the masses of the people are In fa¬
vor of gold and silver as our money
standard All who are Interested inthis issue should be fully prepared to
act immediately after the deliberations
of the two great conventions shall jhave become known and if silver re-
ceives

¬
no recognition other than it has

received in the past we should force a
combination of all the above mentioned
factors by petitioning each to concede
something for the other Of course we
must use strategy in our movements-
and go into the campaign not alone
with the idea that we are champion ¬
ing a righteous cause but also with a f
determination that we will use every
honorable means at our command to
win the fight Also we must find a
suitable candidateand more impor ¬
tant still the section of country from
which the candidate is to be selected
must be considered in order to givo
us additional vantage ground A great
many peoole of the west might desire
and perhaps do that a western man
be chosen to lead the silver forces
From a strategic point of view the
writer is not in favor of a western
man as a candidate because we take
for granted that the west is for silver
and also that they will support any
man that may be chosen providing he
is honorable and a representative can-
didate

¬

This being the case would-
it not be wise act to choose our leader
from some of the eastern states select ¬

ing a man of strong personality a man
who is well known for his staunchness-
and also a true representative of our
cause for in this event we certainly
would have another source of vote
revenue as the strong personality of
an eastern man would most certainly
attract many peoples votes who are
wavering at this time

A POSSIBILITY-
For instance in order to more thor-

oughly
¬

explain this proposition we
will illustrate as it were If the thirdparty movement becomes a reality and
we select a candidate for president
from Pennsylvania or to be more ex ¬
plicit nominate Hon Joseph C Sib
ley of Pennsylvania who has been
prominently mentioned in this connfc
tion Pennsylvania is not considered a
silver state but Mr Sibley is known as
an unrelenting advocate of our cause
He has a strong nersonality a man
whose private and public character has
always been and is at the present
time of an exceedingly high standard
and is also largely Interested ini
the industries of that section
Now is it not reasonable that we might
expect from a candidate of this char
acter more in the ma tter of bringing
votes to our cause than from a western-
man Further in this same line of ar¬
gument Senator Cameron of Pennsyl ¬
vania is also a staunch silver advocate-
and it cannot but be apparent that
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